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Stabenow’s Know the Lowest Price Act of 2018 Signed into Law 

The Know the Lowest Price Act of 2018, sponsored by Senator Debbie Stabenow, was signed into 

law by the President on October 10th.  This law aims to reduce Medicare beneficiary spending on 

prescription drugs by prohibiting restrictions on pharmacists known as gag clauses.   

When purchasing prescription medications beneficiaries often pay a copay or coinsurance.  There 

are times when the cash price of a drug may be less than this copay or coinsurance amount set by 

the insurance company.  Some contracts between pharmacists and insurance companies have pro-

hibited pharmacists from telling a beneficiary the lowest possible price for their drug; this is known as 

a gag clause.  This law eliminates gag clauses for Medicare beneficiaries, prohibiting a prescription 

drug plan under Medicare or Medicare Advantage from restricting a pharmacy from informing an en-

rollee of any difference between the price of a drug under their insurance plan and a lower price of 

the drug without health-insurance coverage. 

While this federal law prohibits gag clauses for Medicare beneficiaries, House Bill 5858, which was 

introduced in the Michigan legislature in April, would prohibit gag clauses for insurance providers in 

Michigan.   

The Area Agency on Aging 1-B (AAA 1-B) is a nonprofit agency serving the needs of older adults in 

Livingston, Macomb, Monroe, Oakland, St. Clair, and Washtenaw counties.  
 

Contact Katie Wendel  (248) 798-0599 or by e-mail at kwendel@aaa1b.com to join the  

Senior Advocacy Network or receive copies of AAA 1-B reports referenced in The Advocate. 

Lame Duck Legislature: What to Expect 

What is a “lame duck” session?   

A lame duck session occurs when a legislative body reconvenes following the November general 

elections to consider various items of business. Some lawmakers who return for this session will 

not be in the next legislature. These lawmakers are informally called "lame duck" members partici-

pating in a "lame duck" session. 

 

Following the November election, both the Michigan state legislature and Congress will enter lame 

duck sessions.  During this time, legislation often advances faster than usual as legislators work to  

implement their goals before the new legislature takes control in January.  Lawmakers in the Michigan 

Legislature have stated that they plan to implement changes to the statewide minimum wage and paid 

time off proposals during the 2018 lame duck session.    

Make Your Vote Count! 

Election Day is Tuesday, November 6th. 


