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Federal Omnibus Spending Bill Includes Substantial   

Increases for Aging Programs 

On March 23rd, the President signed the Fiscal Year (FY) 2018 federal budget into law, providing the most 

significant funding increases for Older Americans Act programs since 2010.  This omnibus budget sets 

spending levels for the federal government for the remainder of FY 2018, which ends on September 30th.   
 

Key increases to Older Americans Act programs include: 

• Title III-B Supportive Services, which funds a variety of social service programs, including in-home       

personal care, chore service, and housekeeping, was increased by 10%. 

• Congregate nutrition programs were increased by 9%. 

• Home Delivered Meal funding was increased by 8%. 

• Family Caregiver Support programs were increased by 20%, 

• Funding for evidenced-based health programs was increased by 25%. 

• Nursing Home Ombudsman funding was increased by 5%. 
 

In another win for aging advocates, the State Health Insurance Program (SHIP), which funds Michigan’s 

Medicare Medicaid Assistance Program (MMAP) program received a slight increase in funding for the      

remainder of FY 2018, despite being targeted for elimination in the House budget earlier this year. Funding 

for the Senior Community Services Employment Program (SCSEP), which was also targeted for funding     

reductions, was preserved in the final budget. 
 

The Housing and Urban Development (HUD) budget includes $105 million for new Section 202 senior 

housing development.  Increases were also allocated for Alzheimer’s disease services and research. 

The Area Agency on Aging 1-B (AAA 1-B) is a nonprofit agency serving the needs of older adults in 

Livingston, Macomb, Monroe, Oakland, St. Clair, and Washtenaw counties.  
 

Contact Katie Wendel,  (248) 798-0599 or by e-mail at kwendel@aaa1b.com to join the  

Senior Advocacy Network or receive copies of AAA 1-B reports referenced in  

The Advocate. 

Silver Key Coalition Seeks $3 Million State Funding Increase 

Representatives from the statewide Silver Key Coalition testified to the Michigan House and Senate Health 

and Human Services Appropriations Subcommittees in March to provide information regarding the need 

for a $3 million funding increase to support the 6,043 older Michiganians on wait lists for in-home         

services provided by the Aging and Adult Services Agency (AASA).  If this funding increase is passed, it is 

projected that 2,617 more seniors will receive in-home services, and 703 new people will receive home 

delivered meals.  Please see the attached Silver Key fact sheet for more information about the coalition’s 

request.   

 

Advocates should contact their state Representatives and Senators and ask that they support the Silver 

Key Coalition’s $3 million budget request. 


