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A r e a  A g e n c y  o n  A g i n g  1 - B  

 T H E  A D V O C AT E  
MI House and Senate Health and Human Services Appropriations    

Subcommittees Release FY 2019 Budget Recommendations 

The Michigan House and Senate Health and Human Services (HHS) Appropriations Subcommittees have released 

their funding recommendations for Fiscal Year (FY) 2019, which begins on October 1, 2018.  
 

Silver Key Coalition: The Senate supported the Silver Key Coalition’s funding request, recommending a $3 million 

increase for the Aging and Adult Services Agency (AASA) budget for senior in–home services.  While the House did 

not include this increase in their budget proposal, the Senate’s action ensures that the increase will continue to be 

discussed before the budget is finalized in June.  If this funding increase is passed, it is projected that 2,617 more 

seniors will receive in-home services, and 703 new people will receive home delivered meals.  
 

Additional Aging Programs: The House recommended a $7 million (2%) funding increase for the MI Choice Waiver 

program, which provides in-home care to low-income older adults, while the Senate recommended a $2 million 

(0.5%) increase.  The House also proposed increasing funding for Senior Volunteer Programs by $300,000 (7%), 

while the Senate maintained flat funding.  Both the House and Senate recommended increasing funding for the 

Program for All-Inclusive Care for the Elderly (PACE) by $43.5 million (41%).   
 

What’s Next? In early May, a conference committee made up of members for the House and Senate appropriations 

subcommittees will be formed to reconcile differences between the House and Senate budget proposals and create 

a final budget bill. It is expected that the final budget will be completed in early June.  Advocates are encouraged to 

contact their state Representatives and Senators and urge them to include key funding priorities for senior ser-

vices in their final budget proposal. 

The Area Agency on Aging 1-B (AAA 1-B) is a nonprofit agency serving the needs of older 

adults in Livingston, Macomb, Monroe, Oakland, St. Clair, and Washtenaw counties.  
 

Contact Katie Wendel  (248) 798-0599 or by e-mail at kwendel@aaa1b.com to join the  

Senior Advocacy Network or receive copies of AAA 1-B reports referenced in The Advocate. 

Area Agency on Aging 1-B (AAA 1-B) advocacy staff Jim McGuire and Katie 

Wendel attended the National Area Agency on Aging Association (N4A) policy 

conference in Washington DC in April.  While in Washington, staff met all Con-

gressional Representatives serving region 1-B to discuss our federal policy pri  

  orities, including: 

• Maintaining FY 2018 funding increases for Older Americans Act Programs, 

including Title III-B, which funds a variety of in-home supportive services for 

seniors 

• Preserving funding for the State Health Insurance Program, that funds Michi-

gan’s Medicare Medicaid Assistance Program (MMAP), which provides health 

insurance counseling for Medicare recipients 

• Support for the EMPOWER Care Act, which provides funding to transition 

individuals from nursing homes back into the community. 
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